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Program Guideline for International Doctoral Degree Program in Nursing
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Article 1 Length of Study:

1. The length of study could vary from 2 to 7 years.

2. Gap year shall not exceed 2 years at the maximum.
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Article 2 Course Credits:

Minimum graduation credits: 37 credits (Required courses 14 credits, Elective

courses 11 credits, Dissertation: 12 credits, and Research ethics 0 credit)
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Article 3 Requirements for Qualifying Exam

1. Students must complete a first-year program and all required courses by the end
of the semester (aside from thesis) before applying for a qualifying
examination.

2. There are two forms of qualifying examinations: written test and oral test.
Students must pass the written test firstly, and then apply for the oral test.

3. The passing score for both the written and oral tests is 70. The final score is the
average of the scores given by all the committee members. If more than one half
of the committee members do not award passing scores, then the student would

have failed the examination.

4. A Student fails to pass the qualifying examination twice will be expelled from
the school.

5. Students who pass the qualifying examination are eligible to become Ph.D.
candidates.

6. Starting from the 2025 academic year, doctoral students must complete the
qualifying examination within five years of enrollment. Those who are unable to
do so due to pregnancy, childbirth, breastfeeding, serious illness, or other
significant reasons may submit relevant supporting documents to apply for a
special extension. However, the extension may not exceed two years.
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Article 4 Progress Report

After passing the qualifying examination, each student must report their research

progress once a year.
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Article 5 Final Defense
1. Qualification for applying Final Defense:

(1) Complete all standard graduation requirements except dissertation (12
credits).

(2) Pass the qualifying examination.

(3) Pass the Review of Dissertation

(4) Publications

A. International students: Complete 2 original paper (one must be published in
either SCIE or SSCI journals identified by accepted or published year, the
other one must be ready for submission).

B. Students must publish as the first author and advisor must be the
corresponding author with the affiliation of “College of Nursing, School of
Nursing, Taipei Medical University”.

C. Publications must be associated with the dissertation.



(5) Proof of one oral or two posters presentation at an international conference.
(6) Starting from the academic year 2024 (inclusive), participate in a total of 36
hours of seminars and workshops.

2. Final defense

(1) Dissertation committee is composed of five to nine members. The member
listing is recommended by advisor. The dean of College of Nursing will
select the final members in the committee.

(2) The committee members who are not affiliated with Taipei Medical
University must exceed one-third of the committee. The advisor cannot be
the coordinator of the committee.

(3) A minimal average score of 70 is required to pass the defense.

(4) A student fails to pass the defense can apply once again next semester. If the
student still fails, will be drop out of school.

(5) All members of dissertation committee are expected to be present at the
examination in person interview, and may not authorize a proxy to
represent him or her.

(6) When holding the degree examination, the graduate student must provide a
"Originality Report of Plagiarism Detection" for the review of the degree
examination committee. The similarity results of both the draft and final
versions of the dissertation must not exceed 30%. If plagiarism or fraud is
confirmed by the degree examination committee, the dissertation will be

deemed as failed.
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Article 6 After passing the final defense, student should revise their dissertation according to
the suggestions from committee members. The revised dissertation must be
approved by the advisor and confirmed the correctness of the format by
administration officers. Finally, students must submit the dissertation to the

university to apply for their diploma.
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Article 7 Other unlisted matters are handled according to the Ministry of Education and the

relevant regulations of the University.
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Article 8 This regulation will come into effect after the approval of Academic Affairs and
will be forwarded to the University for examination; all amendments have to go through the
same process.



